
*Please Stand, If Able 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

3
rd

 Sunday of Advent 

December 13, 2020 

 

PROCESSIONAL  
 This Is the Day  

 

MORNING ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

PRELUDE  
 How Great Our Joy 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

 Candle of Joy                               Smith Family 

 

ADVENT SCRIPTURE READING 

 Luke 2:13-15                                      Page 1591 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                 based on Psalm 126 

Leader:  When the LORD restored the fortunes of 

Zion, we were like those who dream. 

People:  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 

and our tongue with shouts of joy; then it 

was said among the nations, "The LORD 

has done great things for them." 

Leader:  The LORD has done great things for us, and 

we rejoiced. 

People:  Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the 

watercourses in the Negeb. May those 

who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. 

Leader:  Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed 

for sowing, shall come home with shouts of 

joy, carrying their sheaves. 

ALL:   Come, let us worship God 

 

 

*OPENING PRAYER  

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE  
 Joy to the World!                                        #179 

 

*APOSTLES’ CREED           Inside Hymnal Cover  

 

*GLORIA PATRI #734  

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Unison: Merciful God, you love justice; why, then, 

do we persist in wrongdoing and every form of 

evil?  You have given us the gift of your Spirit: 

why, then, do we quench the Spirit among us?  You 

have given us the words of the prophets and the 

Word itself; why, then, do we despise and ignore 

what we have heard from you?  You have sent the 

light into the world; why, then, have we loved 

darkness rather than light?  Forgive us.  Restore 

us.  Till and tend us as your garden until 

righteousness and praise spring up, for the sake of 

Jesus Christ.  Now hear the prayers of our 

hearts… 
 

Silent Confession of Sins 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON             from Psalm 126 

Leader:   In Jesus Christ, the Lord has done great 

things for us.  Even if we have gone out in 

tears, God brings us home shouting for joy! 

People:   Thanks be to God, we are forgiven! 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                       Pat Smith 

 

HEBREW LESSON  
 Isaiah 61:1-4; 8-11                            Page 1157 

EPISTLE LESSON  
 1st Thessalonians 5:16-24                 Page 1841 

 

HYMN OF MEDITATION 

 Emmanuel, Emmanuel (sing twice)            #178 

 

GOSPEL LESSON 

 John 1:6-8; 19-28                              Page 1646 

 

SERMON  
 Anticipating Joy! 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 

debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the Glory, forever. Amen.  

 

*HYMN OF COMMITMENT  
 O Come, All Ye Faithful                              #182 

 

*CLOSING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION  

 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  
 Threefold Amen                                           #744  

 

POSTLUDE  
 Hark the Herald 

 

 

MINISTER    Rev. David Jamison  

PIANIST    Mrs. Sandy Griffin  

 



Monday, December 14 

 6:00pm BSA Scouts: Girls & Parents 

Tuesday, December 15 

 9:00am Veterans Cleaning Solutions 

 6:00pm BSA Scouts: Pack & Crew 

Wednesday, December 16 

 5:30pm Pot Luck Supper 

 6:15pm Evening Bible Study 

Sunday, December 20 

 online Sunday School 

 11:00am Worship Service 

 3:00pm Girl Scout Troop #9095 
 

Church Office Hours: Mon - Thurs, 8:00am - Noon 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

 

Hugh Emmons, Family of Donna Bigler, Family of 

Brian North, Monica Howard, John Fergus, 

Dennis Johnson, Dyess Family, Linda Bauer, 

Tammy Webb, Orange Family, Midge Farnum, 

Marbe Bogosta, Joel Mikuta, Kenneth Harrison, 

Millie Coleman, Anderson Family, Lou Griffin, 

Worsley Family, Darlene Gottus, Carolyn Clifton, 

Smith Family, Johnson Family 

 

TODAY IS GAUDETE SUNDAY 
 

We refer to today as the Third Sunday of Advent, 

but it is also has a special name, Gaudete Sunday.  

Gaudete means rejoice in Latin and the name 

comes from a traditional Gregorian chant that 

begins, “Gaudete in Domino semper: iterum dico, 

Gaudete,” which means, “Rejoice in the Lord 

always; again I say, rejoice.”  (Phil. 4:4) 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 

If you are going to place a poinsettia in the 

Sanctuary for the congregation to enjoy during the 

Christmas season, please let the church office know 

no later than Thursday morning, December 17. On 

the Sunday just prior to Christmas, the 20th, a list 

of all of the people being honored and/or 

remembered by poinsettias will be printed in the 

worship bulletin. Small slips for the information 

are available in the pew racks. 

 

ADVENT: WHY IS ONE CANDLE PINK? 
 

In the earliest years of the church the only church 

season was Lent, the seven weeks prior to Easter. 

Lent was a season of fasting and prayer as the 

church commemorated the crucifixion of Jesus. 

The traditional color of banners in the church 

during this time was a deep purple, signifying 

royalty, repentance, and suffering.  
 

During Lent the church lit seven candles, one for 

each week of the solemn season. However solemn 

the season, the story of Lent also has a twinge of 

hope and joy since the death of Christ prefigured 

the resurrection. So, on the third Sunday of Lent, 

the church was encouraged not to fast, but to feast.  
 

When the season of Advent was instituted, the 

church viewed it as a mini-Lent, a time for 

reflection and repentance (thus the purple). In so 

doing, the church adopted the first four candles of 

Lent and changed the third candle of Advent to 

pink in honor of the Lenten tradition. This is why 

we have a pink candle in our Advent Wreaths. 
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